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Who We Are

Founded in 2008, the Carnival of Love Foundation (COLF) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charity, dedicated to bringing community, 
love and joy to the lives of children and families impacted by Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and other special needs in our 
local community. 

Throughout the past 9 years, the $500,000 + we’ve raised from our generous community, has helped support our work of 
enhancing the quality of life and emotional wellbeing of children and their families in need. While in the past we’ve donated to a 
myriad of different causes, in 2016 we reinvented our organization, and are now exclusively focused on supporting families 
affected by autism and special needs. 

What Is Autism Spectrum Disorder?

ASD is a developmental disability that is characterized by significant social, communication, and behavioral challenges. Impacted 
individuals may not appear different in any way from other people, however, they may communicate, interact, behave, and learn 
in completely different ways. The abilities of people with ASD can range from gifted - even savants - to severely challenged.

On March 27, 2014, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released new data on the prevalence of autism in the United 
States. This surveillance study identified 1 in 68 children (1 in 42 boys and 1 in 189 girls) as having autism spectrum disorder (ASD). 
Autism is growing at an alarmingly exponential rate, and to this day, doctors and scientists have not been able to identify a cause, 
or are anywhere near in finding a cure.

The Needs that we are Addressing

During our reinvention, we were seeking to address a need that is underserved in our community, and we identified that there is a 
critical need for resources and support services for special needs families, and especially for the Hellenic population that lives 
here. In general, there is a lack of understanding, acceptance and integration of special needs individuals in the community at 
large, but more so for cultural communities where there is a larger prevalence of stigmatization, a sense of ignorance and taboo. 

The gaps in service include access to educational tools, programs and support services specific to their culture, and in their native 
language, and ultimately opportunities to connect and build friendships with other families that would bring them a deep sense of 
joy and belonging.

Our Mission 

To enhance the mind, body and spirit of children and families affected by autism and special needs, through access to alternative 
therapies, culturally-minded programs and services, educational resources, and unique healing experiences.

Taking Action

We started providing services in 2016 to gauge interest and gather feedback, and so far our efforts have been successful! Over 
time, more and more families have started to attend and gain value from our current FREE offerings:


                                        For Parents:  
•  Monthly Parent Support Groups led by a mom of a child with autism
•  Monthly Educational Workshops with leading Certified specialists
•  1-on-1 Resource Sessions giving parents the tools they need to benefit from Gov’t services


                                                  For Children:

•  Art Therapy Workshops at the Queens Museum


                                                  For Families:  
•  Recreational Activities such as bowling and apple picking
•  Divine Liturgy with Holy Communion followed by a Community Hour at St. Catherine’s 

Greek Orthodox Church in Astoria
•  Arts and Crafts after the Divine Liturgy
•  Christmas Holiday Photoshoot 


Through these encounters with the families, we learned that not only is there a need to offer these programs on a consistent 
basis, but there’s a real need for a community center, a creative meeting space all their own.
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Recent Events
Astoria + Greece Turn Blue for Autism Awareness!


In celebration of UN-sanctioned World Autism Awareness Day on April 2, 2017, we participated in Autism Speaks’ Global Light It 
Up Blue campaign whereby thousands of iconic landmarks and buildings joined the hundreds of thousands of homes and 
communities around the world to light blue in support of people living with autism. Autism-friendly events and educational 
activities take place throughout the month of April to increase understanding, acceptance, and to further support people with 
autism. 


In celebration of Autism Awareness Month, the Carnival of Love Foundation contributed to the global movement by installing 5 
custom-made puzzle piece skylines on 30th Avenue in Astoria, NY, that twinkled blue from April 2-30th, 2017. We hosted the 
lighting ceremony as part of our Light It Up Blue event at Ovelia Restaurant on Sunday, April 2nd. Each light was turned on by a 
special needs family, some of which are pictured below; it was a memorable moment for them, and a historic moment for Astoria!


AND per our request, the Arc of Hadrian - an ancient monument at the foot of the Acropolis in Athens, Greece - also went BLUE 
for the 2nd year!

We are seeking community partners to help us “turn on” the lights annually!
Partial or Full Lighting Sponsorships Available - Please inquire for details

>> Pistilli Realty Group is a partial lighting sponsor for 2017 <<
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Our Long-term Vision

Our Vision is to open a Healing Arts Community Center in the LIC/Astoria area, to better support all the community's needs in one 
place. The Center will offer educational workshops on topics from finance and legal matters, to nutrition and healing, parent support 
groups, alternative therapies such as art, music and sensory integration, and recreational activities for the whole family, among other 
unique services.

The Center will be a place where special needs families can interact and socialize with other families having similar experiences; a 
place where they can have fun, feel accepted and supported… a place where they can feel like home.

We’d like to create a magical space where special needs families can come together to experience community,  love and joy…

 
 

Will you Partner with us to bring this dream to life??? 

Upcoming Event

You're invited to partake in a full sensory experience as the Carnival of Love Foundation presents "Sixth Sense” our 9th Annual 
Carnival of Love Fundraiser at Melrose Ballroom to benefit families affected by Autism Spectrum Disorder + Special Needs.

Join us for a unique carnival experience that will open your mind and tickle your senses…

The concept "Sixth Sense" alludes to the fact that children with autism spectrum disorder experience life through a different lens; 
their experiences through their senses and intuition are also different -- enhanced, overly sensitized, altered or even confusing; 
however, despite how life occurs for each of us, we all share one sense in common: L O V E.

Our event will take guests on a journey through the Six Senses with activities that play on Sight, Smell, Sound, Touch, Taste and 
Extrasensory Perception (ESP).

Get ready to experience a whole new world >>> uplifting dance music, live cirque performances, food tastings from the finest local 
restaurants, and many other surreal activities and surprises... 

Proceeds from the event will directly fund our current and future “Center” programming.

With your support we will use the funds raised to:


§  Continue our monthly educational workshops hosted by professional speakers & certified specialists
§  Continue our monthly parent support group meetings
§  Continue our partnership with the Greek Orthodox Church of St. Catherine’s in Astoria, in support of 
the monthly Special Needs Liturgy Program that takes place on the first Saturday of every month

§  Create monthly therapeutic activities in the areas of art, music, movement, sensory integration and healing
§  Create seasonal recreational events and outings for the families and the children; including birthday + holidays


We invite you to co-create the Carnival of Love Healing Arts Center with us by supporting our cause in any way you can! 
There are many ways to participate:


§  Be our Guest – attend our annual events  
§  Connect us with people we can partner with to bring creative services to the families we serve 
§  Choose us as your preferred charity on Amazon Smile! Search for: Carnival of Love Foundation
§  Donate – monthly, one-time, become a Member or remember us in your Legacy or Estate Planning 
§  Download the We-Care app on your search engine; retailers donate to us when you shop online! 
§  Sponsor – our events or annual lighting installation on 30th Avenue in Astoria, NY 
§  Volunteer– share your skills, time, love or energy with us!   




Please take a moment to review our Sponsor Levels on the following page –
To make a donation, or to purchase tickets to our event, please visit: www.carnivaloflove.org

For more information, please contact Dennisia Slabakis @ (917) 238-7242 | dennisia@carnivaloflove.org



























Partner Levels



>>Please sign + return this sheet only 

Check all that apply: 

               I would LOVE to make a Tax–Deductible Donation of $                               
               I would LOVE to donate to the Silent Auction or Raffle 
               I would LOVE to Sponsor the Sixth Sense as follows: 
 

Please select a Partner Level: 

               $15,000   Crown Jewel Presenting Partner 
               $10,000   Amethyst Premier Partner 
               $  5,000   Sapphire Partner

               $2,500   Emerald Partner 
               $1,500   Canary Partner 
               $1,000   Citrine Partner 
               $    500   Ruby Partner

Company Name:                                                                                                                                                                    

Contact Name:                                                                                                                                                                    

Phone:                                                                         Mobile:                                                                                                                                                                     

Email:                                                                          Website:                                                                                                                                                                     

Address:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Special Instructions or Raffle Item:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                  

Signature:                                                                         Date:                                                                                                

>Please submit this form electronically to info@carnivaloflove.org  or mail with your check to the address below. 
>Please submit your logo asap, or by May 18, 2017 to guarantee inclusion on print materials.  

For Q? please contact:   Dennisia Slabakis @ 917-238-7242 | info@carnivaloflove.org 
  
Please make checks payable:   Carnival of Love Foundation 

Mail Payment to:    Carnival of Love Foundation  
     30-11 21st Street, PO Box 2063  
     LIC, NY 11102-2837  

Online Payment:    via NYCharities.org, visit: www.carnivaloflove.org  

2017 Donation Form

Carnival of Love Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization / EIN# 26-2095977 
Your donation is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. All Rights Reserved 2017


